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This document responds to requests made by other 
governments, international organizations and individuals for 
Afoh^?X i0n ? £ re P°^ ts of the use of chemical weapons in 
Afghanistan, Laos and Kampuchea which have come to the 

it ?ron°L?f^? e ° S De P artraent of State. This irSormltion 
is from multiple sources, reflects varying decrees of 
knowledge of the events, and thereforeis S of va?y?ng degrees 

and'linials't^t S*' d ° CUment £° ntainS b ° th re ^ o?™" 
?2v«. ?2 S 9 S nat these wea P° ns hav « been used. Much of the 

" base ? u P° n ^rbatim testimony. The reports for each 
rtcen? " chronolo 9 i ^l order-fro* earliest to mis? 
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1 . The OS Government baa information from two tribal "^$&J^'l 
leaders who could personally. account for at least one \*-*)Wt x ^ ~ ' 
hundred fifty gas canisters which bad /been dropped, in . SMM& 
vardak Province. Incidents occurred before Soviets V,pecember|P* 

f invasion. - 7^, ■ , £||i y^^j ^ 

Canisters were described as cone-shaped, about one ' '^ 
meter long, 18 inches in diameter, with, trigger rods pro- 
truding from tip and base. Most failed to operate on 
impact. Gas issuing from those which did, caused eyes and ^ 
nose to water, loss of motor control, and senselessness for 
24 hours. On regaining consciousness, victims had headaches 
and fits of nerves. None died from gas poisoning. 

According to the two leaders, one use of gas was at 
village of Hafdosial, near Sultan Khel, on the Kabul-Kandahar 
road, about Dec. 14. Muslim insurgents had ambushed a 
convoy. Government response included dropping gas canisters. 
Tribesmen say they can counteract effects by covering nose 
and mouth with wet cloth and by hiding in trenches. 

From Takhar province, an ethnic Tajik chief reported 
that gas had been dropped on village Dasti Archi, Takhar, on 
February 2. According to him, no one died from effects of 

gas . 

2. The US Government has reports that during the 
week of 13 to 17 January, 1980, Soviet forces in Afghanistan 
used CW agents against Afghan insurgents near Faizabad, 
Jalalabad, the Hazarajat area of Bamian Province, and..Takhar 
Province. The CW agent was delivered by bombs dropped from"" 
aircraft. The bombs exploded in mid-air disbursing the 
CW agent. The CW agent was described as a vapor whi-'h felt 
damp against the skin. Inhalation of the vapor resulted in 
Difficulty in breathing, nasal excretion, vomiting, blindness, 
paralysis and death. 

There were also reports that CW agents were used 
by Soviet forces during August or September, 1979, in the 
Panjshir Valley area of Kakisa Province. Reportedly the CW 
agents were used against insurgents who were attempting an 
interdiction of the Salang Highway. The CW acents were 
reportedly delivered by aircraft and alledged to be letal. 
A former Afghan army officer who is a member of the insur- 
gent movement described the agent as "nerve gas." 

3. The US Government has learned of reports by a 

journalist who had just returned from the Pakistan border 
area that: Soviet or Afghan aircrsft (witnesses all assumed 
"o\ ; i.vrts were flying Afghan aircraft) dropped gas canisters 
- >n 'concentrations of insurgents or villagers in areas where 
f i -:::;t j.r.c, was occur inc. Cylindrical canisters were about; 12 
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inches long. On„.impact, blue, or gray gas billowed out- 
caused eyes to .tear, coughing j-Moss.of motor, control; fc& 
senselessness >.^.«^i^lnjBa^a^U&Si^«^d«a^wi^^iiili^ 
were able tc^ avoig; ef f ectjg^^ 

One incident reported took place in Village i>ara 
Wardoog, between, Zebak and =BeharakUnBadakshan;about , \v» 
January 29. After Muslin f or ces ;; fought' Soviet invading' from^ 
across Oxus River, about 80 villages (50 children, 10 women 
and 20 men) whose names eyewitness could list, reportedly 
died from effects of gas. A second Badakshan incident occured 
at -village Dron, South of Sebak about February 3. Several 
persons reportedly died from gas which was used after Soviet 
tanks get bogged down in heavy fighting with Muslims. 

In Nuristan, third eyewitness reported, aircraft 
dropped gas canisters on village Kamdesh about February 11. 
About 10 persons are said to have died as a result. 

• *,u 4 ' w T 5 e ° S Gover nment has reports that: In February, 
in Khanabad, m Kundoz Province, the commander of an artillery 
regiment assigned to the 20th division revolted and took his 
troops over to the rebels. The commander and the rebels 
target ted the Soviet-controlled airfield an Kundoz as their 
^SnSJ!!**^*; T u G artillerv regiment took up positions 
arouna tne Kundoz base and the rebels took up support 
positions. The regiment began to fire on the base, but 
their aim was poor and they were unable to hit the base. 
k« re ^ents« firing, however, did alert the Soviets at the 
m! u ? e So Y lets mounted a reconnaissance effort against 
b£»h!2 fi S an t ., ldentlfi ? d their Positions. The Soviets then 
SkI Sk a ^ ll ^ ry unit and the rebels with chemical gas 
bombs. The dissident Afghans became dizzy and fainted. 

c^t^rtLS^eaders/ 116 "" *»* diMnMd the AfghanS * nd 

Bombs^r iibS-VJS^iS?^ 17 0Sin ^° iSOn GSS 
^-?ff, bad ' * ak *s tan—Soviet combat planes have dropped 

To?eir* g faL bOTabs ^ n at 1 ! ast ° ne of the more thsn Slf a 

now r4?2 Provinces where fighting with Moslem rebels is 
in b-SvJIh 3 ?akls ^f n ^wspaper reported today. Fighting 
^J°t* ? 3n recentlv included gas-bomb attacks bv Soviet 

-g^e. planes, m wnich a number of people were killed, the 
oo..c newspaper of Karachi reported. 



6. Televison shows Soviet decontamination equipment in! 
^V Kabul. Although, such equipment is organic to division andW* 

• larger format ions, its presence in the occupied country' "*:?&$ 
ikkcould indicate ^pyiet plans to use chemical warfare againstl 
\.[- Afghan insurgents. - ■•* ^JM 

Additionally, televised scenes of Soviet units in the 
Kabul area on 9 and 10 January included, photographs of the > 
TMS-65, a vehicle designed for hasty equipment and terrain ' r $f : 
decontamination. This apparatus is used to rapidly neutral- 
ize or remove chemical, biological, or radiological (CBR) 
contamination by propelling liquid decontaminating agents, 
water, hot air, or steam from an on-board jet engine. 

7. The OS Government has information from Afghan 
insurgents that during the fighting in Ghazni City, the 
Soviets used helicopter gunships extensively to defend the 
Bala Hissar. The helicopter gunships dropped "special 
bombs" which emitted a blue colored smoke that incapacitated 
people for two to three hours but had no other effect on. 
them. 

8. The OS Government has reports that Soviet forces 
initiated an attack on Shegaru in Konarha Province in 
Northeastern part of Afghanistan with 700 tanks and 200 
helicopters including MI-24 helicopters from early morning 
of 29 February. The attack intensified in early March, and 
the Soviets seemed to have dropped two types of poison gas 
shells. Victims showed two different symptoms; one is an 
initial blinding of the. eyes with tears, followed immediately 
by nausea, by change of skin to deep yellow 30 minutes later 
and finally death. The other is unconsciousness after 
exposure to smoke followed by death after 30 minutes. 

Additional information indicates that the Soviets 
used poison gas and napalm bombs in their attack on Konarha 
Province, Afghanistan, in early March. Those exposed to 
biacK smoke dispersed by small aircraft lost consciousness. 

9. The US Government has reports that Soviet employment 
of cnemical agents took place in area near Badakshar, 

• rgna ni star., sometime between January and February 80. 
Lnemxcal agents were released over an inaccessible area 
Cr"e^*i Scviets believed the rebel forces to be hiding, 
v-r.eracal agents were delivered by helicopters (Soviet 
™,.„- ln borabs dropped over the area which exploded upon 
::° Lnc contact. Upon bomb burst, there was a dissioat'or of 
^•--/ nazy caseous r.ist which settled in the a~ea ard ,-^,-^ 
-<- -ernam mere for a long period of time. 

■--to .-.ad -crnec into a desolate wasteland. 



I. 10. The*OS Government bas reports that "a • KabuiM^ f '&#s& ' 

&:. resident suffered mental Manage as; theresult of g««sing by i>- 
- Soviet - troops;> He said - that . he ? and; other ■ rebels^ha^ttacked '^ 
; a power station near Jalalabad; the week o£> Marcflftfa9|frat«t&>&& l 
? ward , ■ they ^erevsihtercepted^ISovie'tHtrbbps^ 
l^-vbuilets^ndfif^ 

stunned' and' were taken :to''^'^ocal* v hb8p^ 

recovered his motor faculties but remained unable:; to function 

mentally. A doctor had 

wrong with him but that he apparently could not shake the 

effects of the gas. He eyes were glazed, and he could not 

talk. 

Kabul residents had been told on March 5 by an Afghan » 
that his brother had just come to Kabul from the Konar 
Valley. The brother claimed to have been in a village when 
it was attacked by Afghan and Soviet forces the previous 
week. After describing, how most of the villagers had been 
killed in the attacks, he said many of the others had run 
for the hills, presumably headed for Pakistan. He and at 
least two others, however, had been stunned by a poisonous, 
invisible gas. He did not know whence the gas had come. 
After some time, one of them died, even though he had no 
visible marks on his body. The other struggled to his feet 
finally and the two of them walked to another village. 
There the second man died, again having no visible injuries, 
but complaining incoherently of a terrible headache. The 
survivor insisted that he could not get the smell of the gas 
out of his nostrils and that he still felt nauseous several 
days after the incident. __... ... 

1 1 . The US Government has information from an Afghan 
refugee in March 1980 that chemical weapons were used 
against the village of Bamian, in Baraian Valley, about 20 
miles northwest of Kabul, (112 miles by road) as early as 
the June-July 1979 period. The means of delivery was 
rumored to be canisters dropped from Soviet aircraft. The 
people believed that chemical weapons were used because the 
corpses of men and animals in Bamian showed no signs of 
Physical violence, and the grass and vegetation was left 
dead and withered. Source did not know the number of 
casualties in the village, and had heard nothing concerning 
the symptoms of the casualties other than that bodies were 
found bloated and grimacing. 

12. "Rebels Again Tell of Gas." New York Times. ~> 
March 1980: .- 

P-iso- cas in their irlunar Vc-liv offensive, 



-10- 




,.;. The rebel group called Jaaiat Islaai riasued a statement ; 
| quoting guerillas arriving here as saying that two helii% 
^copters spread "a white smoke- last Sunday over the^ili^l 
^ of Shigall, and that those ^who were^iu?r^n^d>S*thP^ 
Plied - S that thelr eyeS * >Urnea « n «™Srq«icicSll^ 

£«£? fS?L t f ine :u a V CCOUnt by a Person. described as a ^ 
trxbal chief in the Kunar area suggested that a handicannina 

Report] 93S Had bCen " fEnd NeW Y ° r * ^ 

13. The US Government has received reports that 
chemical bombs are being used by Soviet forces in Khanabad 
Kama, Konar, Asmar, Zurmat and areas in Paktia Province. 

The type of chemical bomb being used in these areas 
does not kill rather at first it mikes the targe? indivi- 
duals dizzy, which is then followed by the individual^ 
K~i n J Ti' T ? e effectiveness of the weapon lasts between 
three and four hours. The chemical bombs are dropped frbm 

^•..S!rs t i B ?SoSi* in the air and the s^ss 
ef fecjf ^2; sss" J3w: u s a: ss^-s j-s 

copter or are dropped by parachute. The Soviet forces 
usually attempt to relieve the rebels of all Jhei? SSoona 
and where possible they take into custody rebel leader!? ' 

refuaeis J^ ° S G ^ vernment h ™ information from Afghan 
retugees who were from the Konar Valley. Thev stated th*<- 

Kona^off.n^ the S r ietS had used chemical aglnS in the 
-d?onn^ *tt V Z' Refu gees state that the chemical agent was 
Q^ee^aoor „hi°f S fr °5 ^ ? lanes '" The bombs emitted a 
eyJs and P ?hroaJ t£?i£ Min * aa ' naUSea ' and effected the 
diff icultv ££?;„ ?? e refu 9ees reported that they had 
after SfL lng -5 heir arms and legs for several hours 
reoorteS S 9 e ^ osed to tft e chemical agent. No refugees 
reported deaths caused by the chemical agent. rerugees 

in q^fiLv, The US Gove rnment has reports about the situation 
ia"v a f l r ™iZr' A 1 11 ° fficial Government functions" " 

fight the f«v?2j« %S opulation is going to the hills to 
bomb that irdel!;er^ e K S ° VletS f re USing a ^ of smok e 

•^DlodosoiiS! 6 ? ? y aircraft in an envelope that 

to' ^"^V ?aCt and ieaves the people of the area unable 

~ -- -o.. rcrty to .-rorty-f ive minutes. 



..^£■■•£^3^'.';. 




41* J&gfejg) y Ath«w^i 
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P ! i&s£s^a*o"7^£^ 
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h.#4 ARJICL& ^T^jae^£^CAIUr^iG?etCIiL OSGAM&F.jHe :• ;.--. 

&INESE ca«MU^rc^?Aff|^^^|^^^^:^r^:.' t\^^^#^^#? : 
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IhS»rhi.=t5 oi- r«c ^avisr missij-ES nAtfS warheads «ITh CHEMICAL 
■USSTanCSS. TC TEST A«0\ tM?»av£ THESE CEAOLY viZXPQKS TH£ RUSSIANS 
IRE 7RYi:::5 THEM CUT OH THGUSAHOS GF INNOCENT PEOPLE t,N 
tFSKAS-SSTAfl, Q£SR£SARatNC : ftf£ GEMEV.A TREATY WtflC* SANS TH£ USE OF 
f&ISCN GAS* ! * 

say tsr troops, ados the »'?£qfl£»s gaily*-, useo t«£s.£>sas?s *n 

PROVINCE Q.« KUNAR IN- AFGHANISTAN TO KILL MUSLIM GUERRILLAS AND 
AREAS iNttASITANTS INDISCRIMINATELY* ■ 



I IN THE M£A«riH£ # jjUMAJ? SOVIET FORCES AND AFGHAN GOVERNMENT 

P«t"S* J»tT!+ STRQNfc CGVSJ* FRO>T RUSSIAN MIGS ANO TANKS/ MAV£ NO* 




AFGHAN REFUGEES, *HQ, AR£ FLEEING TO NEIGHBORING PAKISTAN 
IN«U?*SR%*3L£ DIFFICULTIES, TALK. AECUT A -»SAIN OF FIRE* FROM 
xt\ Tanks AND AIRCRAFT 3URNING THEIR VILLAGES- "EVERYTHING yrAS 
LL f S FIRE IN 7H£ VILLAGE «HSN rtE MANAGEO TO LEAVE, NO ONE 
LEFT TO 3URY THE OEAO,* RECOUNTED ONE REFUGEE FRO* 7X~ V-ILLASE 
■""NGAL. CHARACTER IS TIC ALLY, 'ONE MORNING, SUDDENLY HUNDREDS 0" 
.1 TANKS A?P£AR£Q IN THE SURROUND INC. HILLS ANO" SEGAN TO SW3ASC 
.LLASE «iT* THEIR- CANNONS- THE RUSSIANS HAD ALSO P«r"I5«£3 
ALL Tm£ PATHS SO NC ONE CCULO <^ZT a«a?, rtE manag-D TC 
CHArtLPJG THROUGH THE FrSLOS. -ftnt:l "HE RUSSIAN 
-I*?S ENCOUNTERED" RESISTANCE FROM- THE MUOZAH-IDIN CSUS3SILLA5) , 
AIRCRAFT OROFREO NAPALM AND SURGES. Tr-ZX" 



rlTn 
fuss; 

if" 

IF ' 

'J3S 



LEAVE AT NIGhT, 



16. The OS Government -has reports that on kpiil%S'K 
1980, after Afghan insurgents had atacked a Soviet^Base^ 
day before, the Soviets counter^attacked^ahd^hilWllM 
dozen villages in the area s -he'ar^the-'bittetlidi[^^|^^K. 
civilian casualties. The Soviets also used "gas^Sbmbs^tn 5 
these attacks which caused people to fall asleep for about 
seven hours. % .. . ^ v . 

17. April 18, 1980, Associated Press: 

Peshawar, Pakistan (AP) — Refugees from the war in 
Afghanistan report the Russians have used a variety of gases 
that caused continuous crying, nausea, temporary paralysis 
or loss of consciousness for as long as four hours. 

But none of the accounts indicate any of the gases are 
lethal, as OS officials in Washington have suggested,, 

Muhammed Sharif and other Afghan rebels interviewed 
here in Northwest Pakistan 45 miles from the Afghan border 
said they knew of no one who suffered permanent physical 
injury from a Soviet gas attack. 

A 28-year-old farmer turned guerrilla, Sharif said 
Soviet helicopter gunships dropped red, yellow and green 
yases in late March on Sukhrod, a town in eastern Afghanistan. 

"It tasted like pepper — bitter," he said, speaking 
in his native Pushtu through an interpreter. "I could 
not get air into my lungs and I gagged for what seemed like 
10 minutes. Then I passed out and when I work two hours 
later, I found my leg injured by a shell fragment." 

The young Afghan was in a small hospital run by a rebel 
group, recovering from his leg wound. But he said he 
suffered no after effects from the gas. 

Accounts of Soviet gas attacks received by this 
reporter and by some Western diplomats in Pakistan made no 
mention of Soviet or Afghan Government trooos wearing or 
carrying gas masks. This appeared to confirm the guerrillas* 
reports tnat the Soviet gases, although stronger than tear 
g=s, were not fatal. [End AP article.] 

18. The US Government has information from refuaees 

=T::':1 t« V : ec - or f es . h£ve b f en observed using a non-lethal 
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•* : : ^ 1 ?* Th * os Government has received a report from .» - 
£*' th f««^»«r Afghan; aray off icers; about the use of chemical W^ 
IP^SJ^il^S^^-^ -All^lieyed^that. Soviets are us^f 
I^W^SaSa^?^* M^T^^ents. >A , *. 

:' T One^of theTofficers claimed that the Soviets were 

using chemical agents, reportedly dropped from aircrafts, in 

,.>,--. Konary ^e said he had both heard of and twice seen big "* 
C ? ni f t f r !' about four £ eet lon 9 and three feet in diameter, 
which had survived impact. He described the containers as 
squat cones with one or two handles on pointed ends. The 
canister reported opened in air, releasing two or three 
wnitish objects the size of a lampshade. Objects disinte- 
grated in ai r a s gas. If a wind was blowing, one did not 
notice effects of gas. « «±u n«t 

One officer claimed to have seen a victim of "qas" 

fn KK«? har n,S Ud - iS ^ er {400 bed) ' s ^iet-run army hospital 
in Kabul. The victim reportedly was- only one of many Afghan 
army victims of Soviet dropped -gas- at Jabha Qala in Parvan 
Province on April 1. Troops from the 11th Division J/ 1 ?™ 
Jalalabad reportedly were victims of a friendly pilot error 
™% 5? y S ere - 1 ; Cl ° Se P roximi ty of insurgents! Aircraft 

SSf^ ly ? r ° PPed *u WhitS P ° Wder which ' vi * tims ""f put 
people to sleep. The source claimed that more than one 
hundred were killed and many hospitalized. Those hospi- 
v!ii 8 Jh *? re " ot ^lo^d to receive visitors, reportedly to 

toS f?i!S t* ?t heard .°f white Powder which reportedly, 
took flesh off the victim's legs, leaving only bones. 

The Afghan officers corroborated accounts of chemical 
"? k r ^ readiness/training of Afghan armj. One said SehL 
token a CW course at Herb-i-poantoon (phonetic) military 
academy. He believed the Afghan army inventory Includes 
four gases stored at Kabul. These are: tear qas- oaz 
SSiSf (b K r ' n 2 g3S); gaZ k»fakoninda (chok?ng 9 |as, 9 which 

f le ' £* doesn 'JWlll and gaz kandawar (llughing 
Sndie) wJ ™' f^han army gas battalion (Kenzai Gaz 

at AsSSJ °^,^.° fficers u s aid that while he was commanding 
o* fins °f flcera ' but not his «en, trained in the use 
b-i«Se ^J h °f fe ^ively and defensively. He said the 
;-T d t ° niy ° ne Set of Protective ecuioment which v=>* 

g _or purposes c: instruction. " " 




The equipment included: mask with plastic hood- and rv* 
hose to filter which was in separate pouch, v-«^" """*"""" '*""" *"""* '""* 
gloves and socks. .■.--• ^ . - ' .:.» 

-;**;•- •#*%«* <-'- $£$&-'- _„ H , 
Another officer said^he had never ?trairiedf_ 
use of gas, except to study it academically i^He^Selcriied^" 
the effects of gas kofakoninda as lethal, causing eyes to 
bulge out and those of gas sozinda as burning skin, causing 
boils. Both descriptions were based on* lectures at the 
Academy. He said he believed the Afghan army has both 
gases, obtained from the Soviets. He also said the Soviet 
have brought tank trucks of gas to Afghanistan and that all 
the Soviets have gas masks, which the Afghan army lacks. 
One of the six Russian advisors in his brigade he said 
promised that each Afghan soldier would soon receive masks. 

According to this officer, each Afghan division has 
a gas unit as an integral part. In the 8th division, the gas 
unit is at Karga, about 14 kilometers west of Kabul. He 
said that he saw a jeep fitted with "boilers" for dis- 
persing gas at 8th division Headquarters in Kabul about two 
months ago and that Afghan soldiers were being trained to 
operate it. 

Another officer reported that a Soviet advisor had 
allegedly said the only way to assist a particular unit 
under attack was by the use of chemical agents. However, 
this officer's particular artillery unit never had any 
chemical agent shells nor did he know first hand of any 
actual use of chemical agent in combat, 

20. A knowledgeable observer who visited Afghan 
refugees and reported the following in April 1980: In 
speaking with the refugees, the wounded, the doctor and 
finally the fighters themselves, we came across three kinds 
of evidence that the Soviets were indeed using gas. 

The first kind of evidence is similar to that gathered 
rrom refugees previously. Villagers speak of fire dropping 
trom airplanes which burns fields and destroys structures. 
*ney speak about burns, nausea, vomiting and death. Or they 
texi o, persons to whom these things happened. 

The second kind of evidence is that from doctors 
at the Peshawar hospital who tell of patients they have 
^--S! a burns caused by what the doctors describe as 

•.'":^? norous - 2 ne doctor W2S £ military physician with the 
■-•--nan arnvy. ^.n his mind there was no doubt that his 
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ip patients suffered tf com", the use of toxic gas* „^ „ -«. .«,». a .« ^™ . 
iffal^tpatiehts;^ see .patients . jSe^ 

&"■: whose 'mental' state-has been ef fectedSby something • But " this^^ 

could be the result of the trauma of war, the loss of ■?%#>^ 

family, and sheer shell shock. 

The third kind of evidence comes from a gas victim. 
Unlike villagers whose illiterate backgrounds make them less 
credible to the Western observer, this victim was referred 
to as a "doctor" by his friends. He turned out to be a 
third year medical student. He told of the day, after may 
hours of besieging a government fortification in Kama, when 
an aircraft dropped a canister which gave off heavy black 
smoke. Most of this blew away as a result of the heavy wind 
that day. But it put him to sleep for at least a half hour 
as it did his companions. He was convinced that "only the 
wind and the hand of God saved them from extinction." 

While it is very fashionable to doubt the words of 
victims and refugees, this very attitude may contribute 
toward a minimizing of the severity of fighting, suffering, 
and war in Afghanistan; Cynicism on the part of the West, 
together with a desire not to face the difficult truth and a 
distaste for Islamic inspired anti-Western (this time Soviet) 
activities could be the best Soviet psychological weapon in 
Afghanistan. 

21. The US Government has a report that Soviet military 
forces in Afghanistan have used chemical agents against the 
insurgent forces in Badakhashan Province and in the Northern 
Hindu Rush area. The agents were reportedly delivered by 
bombs dropped from Soviet MIG aircraft. Each aircraft 
carried two bombs containing the agent. Although no descrip- 
tion of the agent was avail iable, death was reported to have 
resulted from the incident. 

22. The US Government has information to confirm the 
J " a ? t t ^ at the Soviet Union has deployed decontamination 
units in forward bases with operational units in Afghanistan. 
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it agaInst'peSples opposed r?„l?°*%\™^ £ADr " •«*««««• 




AGAINST THt HMONG.Or .THE : MlGH PLATEAUS t IN 1979 IN SEVERAL 
CA«aooiA»i' paoviNCESj-THESE GASSfcS «£H£ lauhcheo against HAMLETS 
AND IN VALLEYS .HOSTILE* TO'THfc' COMMUNISTS. AMD AGAIN IN tfHOt 
THIS TIME'1N.\THE CENTER ".OF.. AFGHANISTAN IN THE 8AMIAN REGION. 

" ";'•;•* ;.-NATq"ksTlMATeo"""THE' : OSSR''HAO CLtlSE TO «00.000 TONS OF '" 
*CH6»*I CAL'- STOCK.-;. ITS .-INTELLIGENCE SERVICES HAD SEEN ALERTED 
FOLLOWING THE YOM^KIPPUR niP-lMILE EXAMINING- THE TANKS CAPTURED 
•MY THE ISRAELIS. ' - ALL •.HA6.ALR6A0Y. SEEN EOUIPPCD WITH ♦NBC' 
INUCLEAH, BACTERIOLOGICAL. 'chEMICAL) PROTECTION SYSTEMS. THOSt 
THE USSR .•AS'-TPAINING-ITS. TROOPS ' TOOEPLOY AND riGHT ON AN 
■_ EVENTUALLY^TOXTC TERRAIN.'" .j? !•%'." '.!„ .' ' V^'lf." " .' ... _ " • " 

'^•IN 1979 "AND AGaTn'in JANUARY 1900.Y THE NATO HIGH COMMANO 
bashed OF'TMC -PSPPtCTION Of JHTS «*«' Of TOMORROW WHICH PERMITS* 
•ITHOUT DESTROYING THt ADVERSARY'S INOUSTQ1AL AND MILITARY 
POTENTIAL. THE .-'NEUTHALIZATION'OF ITS TROOPS BY A SIMULTANEOUS 
OFFENSIVE OF PROJECTILES (SHELLS. TaCT ICAL" Ml SSlLES. CONTAINERS 
LAU.NCHEO BY PLANES -OR HELICOPTERS} .CONTAINING A LETHAL-GAS. 

- "ACCORDING- TO THEIr'cOhPOSITIOn'aNO MIXTURES THE 
CLOUDS ARE EITHER COLORLESS OR IN VARIOUS' COLORS. THESE ARE 
CALLED S0M4N (Off GO). TOU8AN tOR GA1 , SARIN, VR-35. PHOSGENE, 
OR ELSE MCN,. FDR-HYOROGEN-CYANlOE. " .'. 

"ACCOROING TO THE CASE.' THEY ATTACK THE NERVOUS SYSTEM 
AKO THE 6L000 VIA ABSORPTION BY «THE SKIN, THROUGH THe RgSPTRATORY 
SYSTSM OR ST THE EYES. «HICM, FOR EXAMPLE. IN A FE« SECONOS BLINO 
THE PILOT OF A PLANE. 'ACCORDING TO THE-GAS- OR THE DOSAGE. THEY 

<:ll in ten .«:nutes- to two ss th^c« HauRS* »k£n it :s mumio ok. 
■j-o Sr-.oss iKi then =a:s3N -SHu'^z^zsa, :n zclz ^ithhs t«ct 
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OF TMRS SIX SQUARE KICDMCTSRS. 

•/■ COR 'IHHEOSATCLY OCCUPIES THe TERRAIN _ 

, hk «s bouippso tooo-so., hxsoCohbat groups arc souippco »ith 
MASKS AMD CxfPiMSCT SUPPLE -SUITS.- . light vehicles. cAUko \ 

> 'CHEMICAL RECONNAISSANCE' VEHICLES* REPORT; BY RAOXOJAnOSSXGNAL" 
. FLAGS XONCERNING THE ENTIRE COMTAMlNATEO ZONe. .THCr^ARR^t^:.^^ 
:■ f OLLO»tO :«f§9*S-M'S jPHXCH.fXN t«oeC -NXNTUTCS* - ^AN^OeclOWTAMtNATii 
V A TANK OR ^RUCRs'CTC. • OR |«SAW VEHICLES . SUCH'': AS ^T«e)fARSSja^Ol^ 
• WHICH* ALONE. CARRIES ENOUGH Ofcl FOR 12 HEAVY TANKS. ^ 

its successor* mohe highly- perfected, the ARS-1-*. is MOUNTEO 

ON THE CHASSIS OF THE "ZlL-iSl , BUILT IN THfc USSR SINCE 197Z 
.'THANKS'TO .WESTERN TECHNOLOGY ANO-' CREPXTS*.^-. .*.;., 

* "OTHER- TRUCKS CAN TREAT IN PLACEMEN C*NO LIGHT 
MATfcfllEL) "MO H*VE OCCUPIED. PREVIOUSLY 'NEUTRALIZED' TERRAIN ANO 
CAN CLEAN TH£ TAINTED ENVIRONMENT.- '•„"•--• 

."ACCORDING TO NATO* A THIRD OF THE SOVIET ROCKETS ANO 
MISSILES ARE ARMEO WITH CHEMICAL CHARGES ANO FIFTY PERCENT OF 
THE SOVIET MEANS IN THIS FIELD" ARE STORED AT THE GATES TO EUROPE. 
THE EAST GERMANS HAVE BEEN GIVEN THIS WEAPON. LAST YEAR MR. 
SRICKSON* A BRITISH PROFESSOR ANO ONE OF THE GREATEST SPECIALISTS 
IN THIS FIELD* IF NOT THE ONLY ONE IN CHEMICAL WARFARE SUCH AS 
THAT FOR- WHICH MOSCO» IS PREPARING* PROVIDED PROOF BY CITING 
SOVIET ANO EAST GERMAN MANUALS- ANO REFERENCES. 

"IT HAS IN 1965 THAT THE POLITBURO OF THE USSR DECIDED 
THAT CHEMICAL WARFARE MOULD BECOME A PART OF ITS PANOPLY* AND 
IN 1970 THAT IT »AS INTEGRATED INTO VARIOUS MILITARY COMMANOS 
BOTH WITHIN THE USSR ANO THE TROOPS OF THE »ARSA« PACT NATIONS. 
UNOER THE COHMANO OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL V. K. PIKOLOV* ASSISTED 
BY A OCZEN GENERALS* THE TROOPS TO BE TRAINED THIS YEAR «ILL 
REACH A TOTAL OF 100*000 MEN. 

"ACCOROING TO NECESSITY* A VERY FLEXIBLE REGULATION 
PERMITS THE INTEGRATION OF ONE OR SEVERAL CHE«ICAL UNITS INTO 
A COMPANY* A 0IVIS10N* AN ARMY OR. ON A FRONT* INTO A GROUP OF 
ARMIES. THfcSE UNITS. OF COURSE. COVER THE GAMUT SET FORTH 
A90VEI RECONNAISSANCE GROUPS, DECONTAMINATION SOUAOS ANO • 
CHEMICAL MEDICAL UNITS. 
"FEwER THAN 2000 AMfePlCANS HAVE FAMILIARITY « I TH ANO 



SOME, TRAINING FOR CHEMICAL WARFARE. IT HAS BELIEVED* IN THE 
E-UBMORI-A OF THE .X9T2 SALT AGREEMENTS. FGLL0»£O BY THE AGREEMENTS 
AGAINST CHEMICAL »ARF ARE ' SIGNED IN 197b SY SEVERAL POWERS. 
INCLUDING THE USSR* THAT CHEMICAL WARFARE HAO SECUME 'UNTHINKABLE' 
SUT MOSCOW HAS THfc HABIT OF FORESEEING- ANO EVEN PUTTING INTO 
PRACTICE THfc 'UNTHINKABLE'.* 




^aaaiiiu* a? Mfi^j^iHMiiiiMa ' " 

' ?■?.*&£**££. 7,^ 

•^.« japwuilct alral«i;a* Vw Va&taa 

f a* ;ti»ir nanohaaa i«; «hr,Ma«*twury «• 

, h « pursuit <rfth.1T ^a^^Mi^^rui^^-^j^^^r^. — -5^,^™-*^ 

srsrsi ssrjstssr £ srss rssz i-jzim » 

of the uertd and all stataa or the following: 9m ° 8U *» m***"* ««* J*o««aalTa roreas 

S S^/J^ d^^ - >»mtl. HapuHlc 

teto ATfr-anutaa am abroad. WoSJ S3S1 2, *!£ * 4iw «»*««4»« CMS infiltrated 

onva-o^aantal eentasinatlon. m Owmm!** !/?*?^ Ute poi * 0Bl «« *» *»<**• and atable 

infuzr.^ *» A fsh »k sees ^sKsi ;^:s c ^ t * ^^i" «** 

«l». the csapctent raawt^nta^Vf^JeiX !2^!!! V" " «*»«». together 
it. », united states and SinwIiSJ LtfSL c fT att l' of th * ch3a ^ »«"«•« «di 

public. WutnsMd en alroJi JL??dS™* L reP °^ Pr ° ta8t8 °* *• ***"»«««1 
onviror^t. it is olil^nHolLiS/S^ population and did ■«!« damage to the 
* tho Central Intell^^"* "?!£ TS-2I "^ ?" *» "**' BaS8 ^ «»*oUed 
etKir.st bandies la Af*S^,*« ! y *" f,tst *« on «*3«4 « hullabaloo over ah aliased use 

» f Soviet troops uhteh L JTStar£*£ !fL a * 0P0 ""*** «"« eho ««■«■* ««Mag8nt 
'"coair.e rc-aoluto^oi „. I? ^ if!!;: 1? '^^ noi8 y »»«9»saa«rt eaapalcn la 



|J» «»3lu Sei J JJoSrt ??£?i e J!T hU * 0f ^*snl»taa expr» SS e 3 it, profound tedlsnetion 
f «» ««„ L.n« iSaS fSfS^SS^ ^ tat -^^^* Imperials »n d . .Stionari 

P 4 ««' = :.?.- :.T.^ 3 ^-^ < :^^W.^fP° , aiaSl«y^7 allowing fto U,£„ .35*5:^. r .- rispcr^sir.-.s 










• wetsa-n piiejts/eBC.radla are SBresdiag lies eiV»'i«*«« ■- »«■« »": 
omm »««**« «•*•• «a ««M«»«niljwi.y»,w« infer-u^ organs ^«v2&Sri 

**"" " *" "" "* ""' * turn 

a Itself, 



— — — v—— .«-»- •inr«auH« mif u«i aaout tne soviet Onion and xt* 
r Ml. the vorld public muni lone ago aat if imperialist propaganda 
ic Ms opponents of sou. aiag. that osstis aat it bat a finger to the pie 
U mil DM happeaed 1a an* cu«. . . " . 



While Western wi laforaetlou crews sad their Beljlag vocesm war. »u to «sst 'as 
porsloas oa Soviet servicer la Afgnanlstaa. o.j. sad British l»a.rialMt%lreles . ta. 

Chla.se Mpsoal>» and their honcnaca fro. world reaction, using tu,, on «, ^1™ 
of countries adjacent to Afghanistan, continued sod are still eoatiaulag to wan an •!»' 
declared war against the Afghan people. In their hatred for ae ycuaTrepuolic tac 
aggressors nan gone so far as to start to supply ehenleal woapcos to a. canes of ar 

rortsts dispatentd to too tarntory of ae Doaocratlc K.publie of Afghanistan [Mtt]. 




Ibt participants la a proas conferoneo Sold la Kabul vors shown aaay aodals of weaaoas 

lacixdlag grenades filled with to. CS toaa. u» themes! grenade*, tnt English iLerip. 
tt0 ?.« th "* * ,,M,S " "•*• Produced at m« Sausburr fodoral laboratory (Pennsylvania) 
la 1S73. low did these chealcal grenades and other voapoas ceao to be in ttc baa where 

** **"? US?""" ""* "^ PX1C,? °° 25 """^ *» *« *•«"» <* P°*« ».08« t* «TO« 
etaetie. 1,966] a little oror 60 la northwest of the elty of Usrat. aa Afghan patrol de- 
feaeoda gang of 27 tnsurgeats travellag oa a bus which bad panctratad tat country fron 
abroad. ». bos drlv.r and two rebels were taken prlsoatr. Cne prisoner subseouently 
died of als wounds. Another-* eltlzsa of a foreign state, (aalmdi Battran ah «adthodl~ 
is alive. E»e foreign terrorist was prosontsd with tho bus driver, cailtd (Oulyaa Satv 
to those taklac part la the press conference. Incidentally, a aaabarshl? card of ae 
reactionary *Islanie aovcaent of Afghaaistsa* organisation created abroad was found oa 

(Bekhraa 111) eonftroed that all aeaben of the terrorist (sag were recruited, underwent 
traialag and received weapons abroad and then made their way into Afghanistan by nlais: 
a tfct rishtlag agaust the patrol subualt of »e people's arsod forces of a. ORA .any 
of thea died, tte bus and a o s t of the asaxuutloa were bumed. But scat, laeludlas 
aa chealeal grenades, survived Intact. 

Hot long before the press conference, together with Afghan experts and Journalists. I 
visited the place where a. events of 2 5 March were played out. The burned -at bus stood 

la a desert gully. Is belonged to a private owner, on* (Khaicia). (oulyaa Sa*hl} worked 
for hla as a driver and aade journeys froa at city to the border. At tn. scene of the 
figuring I heard stories of a foreign terrorist aad bus driver brought here, patrol 
coeaander senior captain (Said Yesuf ) spote a 




At the press conference speclallsta were asieed: Are there .etna of curiae the victim 
of the C3 toxlat The reply followed: UJ & jm^^.j^1L™'%^^£? f 
t*. J£l£« °Z.° C """°? tt# °' S ' *iZZZZTir, suppry^aTtr thTse^o-aTT^IL- ' 
'SJ*SS Z?V SL!^"" ° f "" W * 1 » nl »" n «* *«*^g to .tine the Afhan 

oelghbTr wn^irou-t 1^2 ^T^T^ at^^ ofl^X gTT 



< Ugiin revolutlo 
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h Th is article appeared in The Nigerian Tide, (daily) , j^'/g^ , 

■:■■■ •: rv.: = O^il^S^^ 






,*„ .BEGIN TEXTS « T HE GROWING DOSSIER EMERGING FROM AFGHANISTAN 
p | |fc2 viNG RISE TL' lNC«fcASlNG^0EMAN3S FOR AN? INTERNALTION^ twOUIRV 
CtO THE CONOUCT OF' THE SOVIET INVAOING FORCES. XNOUI.HY 

I -THE ALREADY *I0£SP3£AD OISOUlCT *AS SHARPENED BY 
_IBc«C£. SAID TC HAV£ d£E>J OBTAINED FROM AFGHAN REFUGEES. WHICH 
L S PRCS£NTEP AT A PRESS CONFERENCE IN PARIS ANO REPEATED . MM 
E * TELEVISION BROADCAST. E v£N EAPLIEP, A MfcM E 0F " *™ 

•OCEA- PARLIAMENT «AO DECIDED TO P.AISE THE ISS UE BY SUBMITTING 
FcutSTl-.-. TO T*E COMMUNITY'S FOREIGN MINISTER SUBMITTING 

"Tr-15 SUGGESTS THAT IN VIEW OF MEOIA REPORTS OF THE U« 
ChE»IC*L WARFARE BY THE USSR IN ITS ATTEMPTS TO QUEL The" 
fco^N PEOPLE. A COMPLAINT SHOULD BE LODGED MTH THE UNITED 

E;J?^f Cw ?J T : C °° NCtu so THAT an i-vestigatic./coulo BE 

klTlATED. < T -E GUES710N RECALLS I^T BOTH T H fc SOVIET UNION 
CV- T^IT^ RATIF1£0 T ^ >"* CONVENTION on "e PROHIBITION 
^ W DEVELOPMENT. PROnoCTION AMD STOCKPILING 0F BACTERIOLOGICAL 
D TOXIC .hAPOKS AND ON THEIR OEST HUCT ION ) . BACTERIOLOGICAL 

I^lFGHArliJl'f T :: T r C ; t '-' IC ^ "^ARI: .AS BEING RESORTED 
IlC.ACL w Ik I f-i^cS" ^ T " £ 6V1DeN " SUBMITTED BY .,«. 

1 ^ h/^AS -I T .nT 1 " P£Se&PC ^R AT A CANADIAN 

, ; . j^-al^deL^ s ^fr^GHTr^^NTc-iErsS- 1 ^- 5 - 

r t -00,000 REFUGEES .«„ HAVE FLED F «, AFGHANIS^ s\n~C£ThE 
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VAQXTS7 COUPS THEBE T «0 YEARS AGO. " ' " 

CORDING TO MP. BARRy, »hO SAID THAT HE SP K<= ALL 

TCCs T«S A S- S ;nI?J ACC ° UNTS HE HA0 HEARD iNdCATCD 
^f I S ° r T ° XIC AG£NT S »£R£: BEING USED. 
VlL LA ^ IU f f ; T J N WHICH A S ° VI£T ^ICOPTER CHOPPED 
VILLAGE, 13 PEOPLE O.IED *MLE ThCSE phQ SURVIVED .*tt E 

0. OTHER VILLAGES Hn BEEN SPRAYED »IT, a g! S JhXCh 

-'SccusVsr,™ 11 victims h£Lci - ess - ^ ^ssu;;^ 

..^-^ *„ lc „ CAUSE0 so M1JCH Ciji T|?AT TMfcr OJ . oup£p TH£1 , 

^"^^"clTI-r,^:-^ R£F ^ E " A «0 TOLD OF A ". I06 
^T ^EGlC- ,tS taHMlTTtD BY 7H£ C&CUPYING FORCES OR T«£ 



i-'OET AN 



rf£Eu 



7 TKQUSiNDS 2= 
St?viE7 T«OC.OS. 



I ED AL1V 
I ;>■ T T " 

: - a« 1SL ., w K£A : Iamul.^Ind'thIt^gtme^T^a? 

AFTEH-ASDS, r^£ VICTIMS'* I' 

-tiR husbands' »o:;ics 

^ T-£ CEfaSPOOL *I7« 



-.•;..■. •««..;:;: 



LONG STICKS," £N0 Tfc^T. 
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27. i?hiupp^^ 19g0 j-n;$i$ 

Soviets using napalm, i ;li| 

aas v$:--A rah an r&haJo:^:^' ■■.# - 



gasrvs. 



• LONDON. April l$ u Soviet* 
troops in hdicnptcn arc' dropping 
napalm and chemical gas on Afghan 
villages to qudl a rebellion by 
Muslim tribesmen and have burned 
'out hundreds of settlements and, 
faims, an" 'Afghan* rebel leader 
daimed here Thursday^ 

• Prof. Rirhanuddin^Rabbani of the . 
Islamic Alliance for thV Liberation of 
Afghanistan told a news conference 
in a London hotel that the Soviets 
have snatched hundreds of Afghanis 
from ihcir .Villages in helicopter 
sweeps in ah apparent bid to snuff 
out opposition * " . 

There" was- no -independent 
confirmation of Rabbanfs claims.. '• " 

• RABBANX. whose group is oncof 

a htIf-dor.cn major rebel outfits .- 
battling the Soviet forces and the ' 
Moscow-backed - Afghani ' army.* 
appealed to .Muslim hatious to help ' 
the poorly-equipped tribesmen. 

"'We need all the help we can get 
and I appeal to aD Muslim nations to 
help us." he said. 

"Wc don'f need troops. We have, 
all the manpower wc need. What we 
Jack is weapons.^ * 
. He strwsod: **Sq far, we have 
neither received weapons " front 
ifc'oad nor h=s any other help been 



an 



liven to the struggle (or ', our vM 
liberation. What; w^pons " 7 *' v the' %f (i 
liberation movement 'a using were 
captured from -regular . Afghan- 
government troops or from the 
Russi.iu"inva'dcrs."* ' '. 

RABBANI is. .here at [thai 
invitation of Salem Az/am.secretary-\ 
general of the Islamic Cound! of" 
Europe. He attended the* 
International Conference on the 
Message of the Prophet Mnhanuuud.. 
organized . by the council and. 
sponsored by the Jcddah-based 
Organization of Islamic Conference. 

Rabbani lives in Peshawar,' 
Pakistan, where" "the alliance has its 
headquarters, lie went into exile in- 
1974. • 

He saiJ plans to set up z-i Afghan 
govcrnnicnt-in-exDe are being- 
discussed, but gave no details, ■■'...-. 

!He said the Soviets' helicopter' 
raids arc among new tuctics they are 
using to combat opposition by the" 
Muslim rebels. 

"Bscause they only control the 
cities and the highways, they're 
sanding out fleets of helicopters 
into our villages and lifting peasants 
and workers wholesale arid taking 
thera. to the Soviet Uruoi wowe they. \ 
are holding them in Tibor camps," S<r \ 
dairned (AP) , ' . " \ 



JP|^0»0RM^CR1D SERVICE ?W ENGLISHES «T iB'iSfe*^^ 

pf-RADXO NEVSREEL-) - W " " 

fSflTEXT) THERE HAVE BEEN PERSISTENT REPCRTSTHAT TVF wwtFt 

(ICES IN AFGHANISTAN ARE USING GAS AGAINST THEIR m&fflFZm™,*,* 

' ° I ?H E S« A 5Kf'« -J? E * EP0ST * ww* suggested tSat^S^rh opponents 

JIVE GAS HAS BEEN OSED, WHILE OTHERS HAKE IT ffiEH BOIE i tSi S t»»- 

fc as suss <i%S» •g&5&g& 

rHooI! ©erti^t^JJ!^* *' ¥R0 SAID he ha& studi© hShary 
■We action/ so a 8m^ € ew l m£ wm * T0 " 0F * 

^-2ot>^2»* H^SSSL CAffE ra ® K0NAR R50VIRCE WHERE THE ' 

iSJin^ s^x£f|f|^/^ K ^ifX AR ^^ckto^a coorteroffeSs^e 

LING USED C^«^;E R ^LJ?L fiARCH « COHriRHATlOR THAT SUCH SBS IS 
I*" ABOU? rSS n»5? f.fSi 1 ??** 1 ' 117 W ® XERS « H0 SAY THEY HAVE 
l v ^XS. Q^jl^^OAfiS I^^IOOS REFUGEE CARPS DOR IK THE PAS? 
FFERIRS THE Ifjricr|V G ?i. P ?5 AP l I!f »IS FIFTIES WHO IS ST Si 
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fjf '■ 29. *rs*ue ?R/£E in Cses!. :> Apr^SoV'-' " -'-'i 

[Vtiele :ignei (HR): **B«rb«irojcness OnlimlteiJ 

{.s.t} One of the arwi terrorist e»ngY sent by too «neales pf the Afghan rwolutioiT 
;-;u. •- J .-e.- In Pakistan t'c raiS areas of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, in uhich 
pt wjle'r, ;cwer has been att.-.ininc increasing successes, was liquidate! a fev days age. 
•?.:- tins, hcvevsr, it enc-r.;e.l that the eounterrevolutieaaries were not equipped with ttie 
:.rx.:l cor.ventior.il 3ms but sier* in possession of a much more treacherous weapon. Ifce 
•iiVr-.-ionist fro-p ha 2 U.S.-made chemical grenades at its disposal. 

r:.;--:y iftervards the weapon: of the liquidated terrorists were made available for 
:.-.-*,«■ .tier, by journalist;, wi:< also witnessed taeir impact on test animals. Siese bar- 
L.r- : i/fsyor. . the che:.ici: grer.Oes of the OS 517 type, had already been testei many 
t; s 5." i.J l.S. Ar.-.y d^rinj its lore and brut2l aggression in Vietnam. Caere, too, 
i.-:. ..*■ lenor.ctratei r.c? iniy fc.sir Immediate deadly effects on the psychological state 
if :..;:; bein*:. but aljc the faj-t that they bring about long-range genetic changes in 
t. * .'-z.-.re generation:.. 

7:.i. tin-, those barbarous chemical weapons, condemned many times by the world public, were 
•.. u» ieployec against th.- peaceful Afghan civilian population, whose "offenses" in tee 
eyt: of imperialists anJ deists is their wish to lead their lives according to their owr, 
i-.'-^.. panics to prompt action by the Afghan Armed Forces, the bandits were unable to 
r.-.-r -.;•.- of those weapon: in Herat Province, where they were rendered harmless. However. 
-: t .:-j-.ot be excluded that other v-errorists also are armed with V.S.-ma<Se chemical 
.•ro.-.a.;c;. terrcrists who after the end of the winter season are being sent en masse into 
;.:" .. .r. territory. 

7;.or- responsible for similar action: —how they must hate- the Afghan revolution! Kare- 
ove.--. the ruling circler in the imperialist countries again proved that in their efforts 
t th.>srt thst revolution they will cast aside all beautiful words about huraaness and 
pe.-.ce. They are waging an undeclared war against the Afghan people and will not 
-*3P at using even the r.ost barbarous means. But the evil plans to asphyxiate the 
revolution in the snoke of poisonous combat gases cannot stop the Afghan people's march 
on their road but they can only bring to the authors of those plans, and to those whe 
are carrying them out, a resolute condemnation on the part of the entire world democratic 



WiMfgWn? 
rebel tells of 
choking gas 

jly^ichardlfca Cramer 

PESHAWAR. Pakistan — For 10 
days after the fas. Mohammed AsHraf 
didnoupesfc 

For 10 days after i rocket strcakine 
down from a Soviet helicopter blew 
■pin ha hjllsida (an near; after tot 
caper's machine { uos cut a path up 
eiwlet and throui.h-rhe'Checi-Qf.ha 
friend »ho ley three few away; after 
the air «as filled vita a frcmisA 
baa thai scraped in bis eyes end 
burned in his nose. enra;ed him. 4 „d 
yet made hira dopey and Mill, and left 
bim "erasy. a sleep-man. with no 
words and nocaatrot...* 

Tor 10 days, while hit friends. 
Af|!ian (uemflas like him. took bim 
from ifui hillside and fed hist yocart 
and washed ho eyes and showed hun- 
ts a doctor who shrnj-«fc while his 
friends led him. sapponed bint over 
the mountains to Pakotan: while ha 
friends .found ho bracbers who fame 
and loot him to a refu*ee camp 
■where he sew. for ibe (Irst time la 
twa jean, bis wife and his r«o tittio 
sons; lOdajrs. he did not speak.... 

Aod his sons did not know him and 
ran away, bis wife said. -Are yoo 
aliv«;- An d he lay alone in the dim 
Uehi of one laniera.... 
• hen Uohammed Ashraf spoke. • 
-XUlT he screamed, 
•"CetiheraT 
-XilltbemT • 
-~AIUftr 

X« OOWNr 
-HEUCOPTERff- 

-7*! C 5- He wa cnx f" his ""WO- 
erjjid. "We took him io the beepv 

Roem Uae.Ms.ne said. After two 
aonihj i, new coordinator for the 
Uaned Nations Hi 5 h Commission on 
»efur.«s. is Peshawar, be lus 
earned to disiin 8 uish t e reports 
£« nake «nse from (hex told «ily 
w a'lf act jiieaiion or STrapaihjr. 
__T*ne iiad of ras, 7<=t /- j^ said. 
'v£ h f 3rfi « n °a*,h reports.* 
. The S:iia O-^neien! ind the CA 
rli? ""* = iT "-~-<i iftal :Si Ssv.ets 



"»ey toad lethal t o o« *«-? 




«« ttteyver. a^waeVKj* •,,**., 

*ta these two yean. I «cei7 tee sir 

p«5»8 «od «y fjtsm,...^r r 

Tnerc wen sod* among the a*. •>;' 

«a« — act. ■«>«< JU^/Tv': 



«tf.a{??&aS=s sWw-aacasr^ 



iS-J2S- ,ll, «' ' *** -*S 

oappeaed. 

But there !a the smefl of gas here. 
AUhan dispossessed caiher. 

Thara are doctors «« say thcr 
b*r« treated auay p„i eilo r i «7- 
seseaascd by chemical aoisom. 
m^','* f.'*"? 18 « h *«-enea in the 
dood of alletation that w,f«, froa! 

2!L £ tcr . eaB,tw - Bd ,ll » coeoctu 
oftheb antic jaernllas. 

ttatoor. pcoof cauld be r«q«owd. 

"These bloody Rtosian, bomTih. 
rlllaee and it is aot ieporuat ibat 
rb« children and women die in the 
house-.- said Jamat Ahacd a mta! 
bar of Kc-s-Mstami. one of the oa^a■ 
toemlU iorec*. They come w«i 
calicepters and tanks to kill all tae 
pwp'e- These thin-s yoo know. Thcr 
as* any way to ksll ,ar people. Whi ^. ' 

tag their jasj 

Pakistan* border tone. w 0crt , Be _ 
"t mora tban 700.000 refucees. 



|« Sanaa Owriet. iat'lConar Proi' 
Inca. whea Tarakkl (fCoor tio> 
hammed Tarakkt. the first «f iha 
»-•«»• client pnme raioisiersl wok 
the power. 

"After Tarakki came. I saw ia one 
mooio that he •roteets the infidcL I 
s« that Rmuao ofneial commands 
as. And whea I see that there tj no 
Affhan asnraradj as. t tara Kf 
oachiac pa atains tneo, and I 

He aesfet with 41 fellow soldiers. 



For alaes two years, be has foe'ht 



VI « w-.inen on the candua 
of the Soviet Union and the Affhaa 
hacked 0601 - thu «*• -«'»«* aa»« 
Vtet any of the hundreds of sqeai. 
tereampt and yaa wui hear stones of 
-mates smashed or burned, of rela- 
tives arrested, vanished or killed. 
»alk throajh .n. hospital w.« 
•hero a S-ycarOd woman, with a 
•baby two months from birth ia her 
2 I, ^ W ? thesa "«» on- lovely 
eye while the a-stin- side of her face 
Wtt mately of the bomb shard that 
new throatn her window one air he 
er in another hospital ward, listen la 
one man. Uohammed Ashraf. ax he 
f^W^fc in earaest. listen w 
ho family at their eaeip. talkin- of 
-ar. Russians and jas. w.th teach.nj 
»nd with bitterness, but wiibout 
mrprts*. ^ 

«^ h jL h -ri! le . 0nt 'J oe - t » B « lriB » 
•rth yoo. Tais o ay ttrst b«t ipeat. 

Kohammed Ashraf leaked a little 
«ncena.n_ He did oo: tui« bow n 
*w!d£a. * 



Ooce, bu ami captcrtd rwoScvi<tt 
tanks when imijeAcddin leapt onto 
the icnks and tilled the soldiara .e- 
s»d«. These laakx. still in woraise 
order. Uicr helped win Ulper.a dis- 
trict capital, for the ma/afceddim. 

Onee. Mohaiamed Ashraf cot 
ttapped by »d»«nc:nt «o«ay troaps. 
He had to spend two days is a tree 
with no food «.-d one canteen of 
water. Ke descended and escaped by 
dark only after the fear of starvanas 
overcame bis fear of (he odds a{3inst 

He passed over. nufier«r-faciir. 
the meagemess of the m«/«Aers lift 
who in that ward did not know of 
this? - J 

-The most problem: No tea. oo 

The -uerriltas ata meat' whea there 
»»re joats or sheep about. They px 
fish to cat raw by tca-ine trenades 
into the rivers and ollcciinf the 
corpses that rose to the surface. For 
the most part TooO was berries sad 
>es»cs from a bush called cAereusjj.. 
Yet. ba iamsied, with quiet pr.de. 
tac« "as ?rojre=K 
.-STsan I te-m to flsftt. rws jrasr: 
*!<J. we Are flghrtaj wstfc nj!«x e!£ 
nties* I?th<»tury r.r.a «-.:a ttr 



&rm 




MahanuaedAshraf. aa Afghan rebel, who says the Soviets arc osinj chemical warfare 

What doc* she think of the Soviet 






They shoot I 

ibcr passed and they raraarcasd. wo: 

•caid try to shoot then....'" •; 

He was down and sever saw the 
recket coming toward the hilL 1%e 
eaplonca wrecked tke duftekc. 
When Uobasaed Ashraf leaked as. 
.(A* helicopter was above and a 
imaekiag path of lead cat kai deshc- 
«• partner in rwe. - 
-H< «a« Zabet Mohammed 

...- he said, aad he said the 

slowly stain to make sere -his 
friend* death was recorded — ' 
Uoeamaed Saber... martyr. 

*...At that tlnw.lf«lt the gatlsaw 

the trees. Tke air was green. I wet 

ay cloth frea ay waier battle and 1 

P« it ott ay face. The water coming ' 

from ay aes« and eyes. Tkerc were 

wrae mujahrdO* an sjeepmg from 

ibis gas ... like fire in ay eyes ... I 

am not knowing...." 

His words stowed, and theB 

~. .. After tbac I doa-t kacw....- 

HU Meads teak him to a vUUta. 

Xaarasal Ttiey washed fcia, fel bia 



1 don't know abo« tfc yogon.* 
Mohammed Ashraf said. ~ent freer" 
ay. "We rps yoa yogurt.* Exactly. 
coat know.... 



"" ***caal control myself ia (his time, 
I dinied myself. People bad to tall 
ac-Yoareloihetmnk...." 
-Then, they bring a< to Pesha- 

rjcsbza Ashraf lived a siaple life ii 
Sorkbrood. her village oear Jalalfc 
bed. before tbc boobiat betas. 



caoftlw family, tie stream for wash- 
ing and drawing water, the evas far 
mating bread: these things **« . 
kaew-.aed what else was aecded? . 
If her hatband. Mohaataea Ashraf. 
was gone, fighting far tbc artsy, aod 
then against the amy. this was to bo 
expested. And she. who had seen hia 
. seldom ssaea their carnage seven • 
• years ago. waa no worse off man moo 
*«f tae women, wives of hosbaads; 
who fight. 

Then, five months ago. the Afghan 
Air Force moved is oa Sorkhrood 
cod the .family was forced to flee. 
(The brothers frill display ecmen- 
toe koife-Ukc p-eecs frwa the anr> 
peraconel bombs. They drop this 
boob aod the knives fly." said a 
brother. Abdd Ader. *and for 109 
oeters en «by side, an of the bo- 
sans, they are injured. ...T 

Now. in Wursak refugee tamp, a 
batf'boar tree Peshawar, life for 
Dashsa Ashraf is hardly ample. The 
people of tba earap arc pawns ia a 
"complex time for geopolitical power. 
The conditions of daily lire (proc*re> 
esest ef tcnis or fees, fsr example! 
sra coairtSIctf byi rczsm j-cqcire- 
scnts for falustani aid. ' - 
But DasJn- Ashraf i-o-n: Iliile C 



-My hesband docs not like U. so I 
do not like iL* 
Haw does the family jet food? 
-Mr. Arab aod Mr. America five it 

At 3. she is a handsome women. 
Ibc bca handsame of aU the « 
- who inhered la a """ 



: who inhered la a rot 
to jabber abort the 
aad proffer babies to l 



She has a qaick smile that dUpieys 
white teeth aad broad cheekbones. 
She tailed without bcssieiioa, even 
insistently, entfl her hashaad came 
lata the 'room. Then, she looked 
dowa and paled, and let bia da ■ 
sect of the talking. 

With her hasband io tbc room, sne 
was acrs rettecat to talk of the attfit 
wben iht saw bia for tae first time 
ia two years. She -seemed always to 
ieUhaifofihe«ory;andihen.... 

t w»» weeping.* she tecallcd. AT-_ 
'tor two *cars. t aw bin. so I was not " 
taagnieg. 1 was cry.nt I thought he 
diad ... I kissed his hand ... I asked. 
■Areyooaliver..." 



And to 



I...I 



Ihadtoic 

She was asked again: What bap- 

-I could not talk to him. I got stck. 

"Sha «ss askrt again. She looked op 
as Moftaiaoed Alhraf left the ran. 

tad sne was atsont -omen agxiit 



iW&y?jSz3& 




•gRsarsttss' 
BBrSswssss 






— — — wraoinM - — 

stmsaSuss 






s ."?•**»» not taow.- aid Wo. 
^s„ * 8r *- *• wo,rtd ease <o i« 






.31. atSSkeSH ■ 
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HCWEKiS W$H»r SOWK3 3SSW CIS ^ , 

BISHOP, SUOVX*.« "•HO "iS IEAOXHS 'T«i£ EHCRGEkCY AtO'dRCANlZA* 
-?SF««EfcS. &» JUUtfipXST PyC'VIN SPOKE LAST «EEK- »rn«* haHy ' ■> 

OF oil SttSc"? iTBt,r WI " TH * T T ** AV H *° >«'' *■« l««tt 

several of the aefugees *uovin so<ke »ith s*io that tm» 

GAS HO BEE* RELEASE!! FROH A PLA.VS. T-0 REFUGEES SAIC T-hEY 
2x*S*i?„2 WT S-£ K T 5 E - 6 * S C«»«W OUT t.EAR TMfe«. 7HCT CAME AHGUKO 
522* I12 £ U *J E S * N ° 5 * -T *2 uy f ' fc *° LYING AHOUNC THE*. 0*TE» 

refugees M^ve tolo rudvin that they have seen refugee groups 

A OISTAMCS ACAV ATTACKEO UY GAS. THE 6 AS MAS VEEN VERY 
EFFECTIVS. THEhE ARfi many *h:' mavE KEEN KILLEO. 

mtiiff "ANY AREAS THCRfc HAVE LATELY ARRIVED REPOUTS THATQ 
T«£ SOVIETS ARC USlr.S OUtLA-EO BUISOh GASES «6»INST T-E WSUm 
I-VS«aCEl«TS AI.8 CIVILIAN REFUGEES IN AFGHANISTAN. AT PRESENT 

I w !2 s .; s „ w ?,°S ! "i N1T m «o:cal proof, one of the seasons for 
this is that T«e Pakistani authorities are s«<*k£& all ovta 

THE OI-"*ICULT HOicDSR TERRAIN chERE TKfcY BECtIVS THE R£FoGfcE5 
a«K CIVS Th«£« I*-EPlATfe *EPiC*L ASSISTANCE. ACCORDING TO 
INFORMATION UAGBLAOET HAS HECsIVED -THE PakJSTAM AUTHORITIES 
ARE NOT ESPECIALLY EAGER TU INVESTIGATE THE CLAIMS OF GAS 
ATTACK OUT OF r^AS OF A GREATER CONFRONTATION *ITH THE RUSSIANS 

REPORTS If; THE uaST F£* OATS DEFINITELY jNOlCATfe THAT 
T-S SOVIET OCCUMPAT 1 ?N FORCES. TO A GREATER ANO GREATER OEG&EEt 
AKS ATTACHING SUT*. CIVIAN A.VO MILITARY GROUPS » I TH MtLICCTcHS 
Af.-O PLANES. CSVILAIN REFUGEE GROUPS ON TNfclR <ay TO OulSUl. 
ARE SEZNG SHOT AT MY SOVIET •»£* HELICOPTERS. SAYS RUUvIn, -u 
LARGE HUMSEit OF THE REFUGEE.: NO* COING OVER ?H£ bUWOtO TO 
stLMSTlK HAVE GRIEVOUS (Cii-'OS ANO T«£ NU«»£R ON INJURED 
CONTINUES TO GSJ*. IT LOOKS AS Though h£ CIVILIANS TO a 
GRSATSS^ANU GREATER DEGREE ARfc BEI*<G PXCKEO GUT FOR -H.ITARY 

• THE STR£ah OF REFUGEES TO PAKISTAN HAS ALSO INCREASED 
DRAMATICALLY SINCE ThE ICY GRIP OF »I».T£R HAS LOOSENED FRO" 
THE AFGHANISTAN! MOUNTAIN HANGERS. TnS NU*tl£RS bISHtiB RUUV1N 
HA9 INDICATES THAT BET-EE!; *0 AnO 100 THOUSAND PEOPLE HAVE 
FLEO F«0»* AFGHANISTAN In Th£ month OF APRIL ALONE. THE OFFJCIAI 
NU-6ER OF HcrjGSES IS NOT ABOUT S00.000. IF YUU ALSO CCOUNT 
TH2SE «H0 H4V£ NOT BEEN REGISTERED, AND THOSE w«U AHE SPOEAO 

^:A^. , 2 E T :| l3 gvT-tLr/or'::* < * ne4S - TH6 T0T * < - Piey « •««" 





th § s^! £ i'io=cE! u !r:^^^ T irii VE 6 ^its vm^i; 
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THE TRUTH f^QVT AFGHANISTAN 

PEOPLE BURNED. GASSED, BURIED A LIVE...! CONFIRM XT. fly HIKZ 

(AN EXCSRPT1 " — — . 

2*i- \ ..;■•■ . .. .-_. ■-:'.,-;•■■'.,: -'■ ;i,- :s 

* ■'■■''" ' ' ""*'' Stat#sent' by Gol-Akbar^ age 50. from thi^villiie^ : 1s^S. — .c- ,.- 

in Konar Provine*. Recorded In ?arsi and Pushtu at the Kh£zana •&£$'*> "'" 

" easp In Pakistan. • •• ••"■■: 7 'y''"'- 

"On the first day of the attack on my village, the tanks came 
at six o'clock in the aorningj there were also 150 to 180 men who 
ease on strange planes (probably helieoptersi). Beneath the planes, 
the tanks advanced... The peoole stood up against then. ..The tanks 
advanced and fired... They killed everyone. We were powerless... 
They arrived in the village and the bombardment began: everyone 
who was in their path was killed... There were 150 vehicles. In 
front of the vehicles^was another kind of vehicle which we call 
. 'dust-pushers' (khak-awor)( probably bulldozers!): it has a shovel 
in front and it makes a road! We are courageous aen, but before 
that we were nothing!... Their planes drouoid bombs. There was one 
type of bomb which I never would have imagined even in ay dreads: 
a bomb v/hich bursts in the air, explodes, and fcecoaes 100 or 150 
other boobs!... Everything, men. earth, rocks, trees, animals, even 
the river, everything is blown away! 

" "They also launched gas... That made us cry... I did not see 
the* gas; it got into ay eyes. They also used something else which 
burned the body; it itched so much that we dropped our Xalashnikovs . . . 
We did not see this gas, and I do not know where it caae froa. 
When that gas fell on the people, they could do nothing acre I The 
Soviets also used something which made us laugh < 'khand-awor* } ! 
They launched it at us. and we went ha! ha! as if we were crazy!... 
We were crazy like that for half an hour or an hour; I'do not know 
any more... We ran aoong the tanks and laughed. Everything was 
forgotten. V/e kept laughing like that, and then it stopmed. The 
Soviets picked up those who fainted and took thea away. "" 

Statement bv Mike Barry on the masses 

"The incapacitating gasses used by the P.ed Army around the 
village of Shinkorak seen to have been anti-riot chemical agents: 
a very concentrated tear gas, an odorless and colorless skin irri- 
tant, and a laughing gas. On 19 March 1980 a aullah of Shinkorak 
testified that 13 people in his village had died of asphyxiation 
and that he and several companions had saved their lives with 
handkerchiefs dipped in the river with which they covered their 
noses and mouths. Also cited was a 'vapor' dropped by helicopters 
which caused pustules on the skin. It is urobably a cheaical 
irritant gas. 

"Other statements were made to me concerning Nuristan, where 
for two months inhabitants have seen Soviet planes dropping capsules 
which emitted a grey smoke over their valleys. 3ecause of the* 
valleys' narrowness, this saoke spread out on the sio-oes and clung 
to the peaks instead of coming down. Daylight was thus obscured 
for several hours. Other witnesses also described a bomb which 
gives out smoke, clings to the uneven parts of the terrain in dart 
heavy clouds, and causes a bitter taste in ths mouth, then very 
violent headaches, a burning in the eyes and Io*er extremities; it 
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*NO *£ST. S *, BT ls «NO.* »I\,, "£** q ]" HT f "TH J„ TPe £ . ST r, 
6AT3K. ™ * 5 *«_OOJ£CTI^e Ar,C Imp a « TI4L I1VMTI- 

FS» AdOUT * .6iK 8EFOBS HE .inc _ , , , 

«*>«y R E f-wG=£s rc H Afghanistan. S o° E «i% ."f" 1 ' M£ »«Te'v:e.e» 

XN THEJR TESTIMONY *»Oo! JiJ'„«°22 . 3,ST *" CE *"**' 

* s*a., £c description: pl*«ss oIoL"n"-2 0!so " < C4S ' TH£a s "« 

A.^Y . = «£ AFFECTE5 IN OIFF«i<T S "? * 0T "***«- ™ GET 

THESE OUCT TO BE A "oJsr ExaI^yV-"""*** KU ° T •AU.M6I.. ThiT 
TO MAKE AVA XL . BU6 THE "!?;„{" !2 "r. " ™ E CASE AK0 °"E»EO 

< -~ V _ _ Z THe C0L0 •*« **o a thseIt - - 

TO ALL PEACE LOvVtt PEOPLE. ~ "~ " ~" - • . 

*«£ T«ESE AMtaicu. LACKEYS IK A pL^Ttn! tl^ ° *CCUSAT ION S7 
AFCHA*. KILLEO BY POISON GAS7" P ° S * 7I0N TO DISPLAY A OEAO 

*w.^ u ?ir I ^;s , ;j;?*";« °* "*»■■«* «- t« . IBOt . f TMe ' 



--■vwr v I^EIS A'C'-SATIDV- bui < ~* "»wjrtinj PROVIDE 

E£,?v;»ai . v ,„,. ."*__' 3Y "EANai OF AN AUTOPSY. t-,tc - 



. .„„ bo^c-i TESTIMONY «v uci.~- „_ -■»■•«. iu * n 

*"CHA«, S ; A Jf 9Ew,j6Lr ™ E S4 - £ CASE .ITH The SOVIETS IN • 

«» •w«.»!!«;; T l r«!: B ;ri«j:!,"5 o,,e " oruo *^ ^^ T h E p 00 

*-0. PLACES TM iT p C C A £ ' ? "«CH £ » S FOO.VO T H G T,« £S 

ANALYSES OF OE«a-eS CF .rtV, . ' '" 6TrtIQB l A TOGEThES . I Th 

tn t -, c t ,-.r_ T ?* I" £ « "-'71 al -.COMPLAINT ,*s 5EC r t T SO „ 
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